
 

 
 

Panel discussion of the 8th year of Visegrad youth forum has stared by the keynote of Jozef 

Zekucia - Director of Strategic Policy Institute – STRATPOL, Former Commander - NATO 

Force Integration Unit Slovakia. The topic of the panel discussion was: 70 in the world, 20 in 

the region – How NATO helped shape the world and the V4. Speakers for the discussion 

were Petr Luňák- Deputy Head of the Engagement Section at NATO Public Diplomacy 

Division, Marian Majer - Chief Advisor and Head of Cabinet of the Deputy Minister of the 

Ministry of Defence of the Slovak Republic, Matti Tetřev - Junior Diplomat at Security Policy 

Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Róbert Vancel - Ph.D. 

Student, Faculty of Political Science and International Relations, Matej Bel University, Banská 

Bystrica. The role of the moderator was carried by Alan Vagabov- Program Coordinator of the 

Euro-Atlantic Center. 

The panel discussion started with a short analogy of Jozef Zekucia resulting in the definition of 

young leaders. He tried to emphasize that although they do not choose the easiest way, they 

choose the most satisfactory way. Not only for themselves but for the world. Because young 

leaders, young people, are the voice of change and progress. 

 

Discussion started by the complex question including problems challenging countries of V4 

before joining NATO, the contribution of the countries to NATO and how presence in NATO 

affected countries themselves. Robert Vancel emphasizes the economic growth, stability and 

the process of globalization that joining NATO ensured. Countries did not have to deal with 

their own security which led to the development and rapid change. Matti Tetřev talks about the 

contribution of countries in various spheres including financial contribution, military 

preparation, cooperation of our armies and personal contribution. Joining NATO represented 

the transformation of the public opinion and mentality in the perceiving of the organization. 

From the threat number one to the significant ally. Petr Luňák speaks about the challenges that 

the countries were facing before joining NATO. One of them was to convince the organization 

that the countries can be tantamount partners and became a part of the organization. It was not 

something automatic nor planned. Marian Majer thinks that the most important is to be a reliable 

partner– committed to the values and principles stated in the Washington treaty and other 

documents adopted after. 

 



 

 
 

Another core question discussed was: why the trust in NATO in lessening in recent days? The 

answer is the era we are living in. We are in strange times and this question does not concern 

only Slovakia or countries of V4, but it is also a case of other states, almost the whole world. 

NATO is nowadays not the sole institution enforcing security among the states. Small 

frameworks, institutions are appearing and they are derogating the belief in NATO. Another 

reason is that there is a small responsibility of national policies and all leaders and entities in 

explaining what is the role of NATO. Marian Majer states that the support for NATO dropped 

by 30% since 2015, and it is alarming. He also thinks that organizations like GLOBSEC, the 

support of NATO by many other institutions, and long-time effort are needed. Matti Tetřev 

adds that the lessened support for NATO may be caused by the demographic change and by the 

entry of the new generation. Robert Vancel talks about Slovakia and that the problem for the 

country is that there are very few politicians talking positively about NATO.      

 

The main problem of NATO according to Petr Luňák is the political context. There are 

problems like international terrorism and others. Point is to find the right balance. We have to 

be relevant, we have an interesting world to debate about. The most important is to 

communicate. But if there is doubt about the alliance, it is very hard to communicate. There has 

to be a strong, convincing argument, a common idea, aim to ally all the countries. 

For Matti Tetřev the main obstacle is that NATO has lost its motivation. Member states are 

responsible for the communication with the public and governmental strategy of 

communication with the public about NATO. He sees the struggle at the governmental level- 

there is no unity and the communication is complicated. The solution can be to communicate 

more with those who doubt about NATO and to engage young people. 

Marian Majer perceives the main goal in cooperation because NATO ensures general security 

and is important. The new vision of cooperation and integration of NATO is in working with 

people whom we have to convince about the importance of NATO. We have to focus on 

education and high schools because there is a completely new generation of people. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

For Slovakia and other countries of V4 is typical strong antagonism against America and thus 

against NATO. It arises from the Slavic sentiment and our history. According to Robert Vancel, 

we should engage in governmental and non-governmental sectors and reform education. There 

is missing part of the education concerned about the aim of NATO and why our countries are 

in NATO. There has to be governmental unification in speaking to the audience. 

 


